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27 Septenber 1949

TITHLLIGEROR WRMORATD UM HO, 228 (Preliminary)
4$UBJRCT: Evalustion of Report on Soviet Troop Movoments im isnchuria
TIFRRENCET  Peiping Telegram (mecret} No, 1578 (20 Sept. 1949)

1. Gonglusion.

4. U is of the opinion that the information econteined in
saragraphs twe to four of Feiping Telegram No. 1578 (20 Sept.) 1s
based wholly or largely on rumors, This report is the latest of
several, received intermittently during the past two years, dealing
with alleged Soviet nilitary sctivity in Manchuria, none of which
has been confivmed,

e« These rumers may have some basis in fact, however, inasmuch
as there are indications of an inerease in the tenpo of Soviet
sctivity and in the mmbers of Soviet personnel in Monshuria end
in Horth China, It i3 quite probable thet the SR is taking
afvantage of the present community of Sino-Soviet interest to
s0lidify its position in Hanchuria.

This report is so vague that it cannot be evaluated with confi-
dence. The qualifications of the observer arc obseurs and his inforna-
{ion aprears to be based om hesrsay. The report, in thizs respect,
is similar to a number of earlier roports which, as the Consul-Genersl
romarks, "have been unsubstantisted.®

Fast experisnce m inateated  2OX1X7
that Chinese chservers tel ratoer care.oss i heir use of

nupbers, and are glven to exaggeration. Alsc, regular troops may be
cordused with Soviet railway guards, which are known to be present in
“anchuria,

The vhrase *rail traffic Herbia-lanchuria® should probably be road
either "llarbin~Yanchoull,” or (because Antung 1s mentioned) “Harbin-
Eorea,” but neither of these readings illuminates the contont sufficiently
fo versidt an estimate of its significence, The %sontemplated esteb~
1iskaent of three military lines" would be a matter of top-secret
nailitary plaoning, which would ¢ertainly not be ayailable to Chinese
SAUTQOS.
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OhE has ne information with whieh fo confirm the report of
noveents of tanks and troops between luarbin and Chanpehun; suech
moverents ave believed possible.

S "Explanatiowt T, i.s,, that the SR believes the 1B to be
preparing for war in the Facifie:

OiE has no infor-ation to indicate thet the "BSK geruinely
believes that the I is prepering to sttack the TBSR A3iterily in
the near fubtwre,

b "Explamatiorf TIT, 1,e,, that the IBSR itself plans to launch
& war in the pear fubure:

Ui has no information to indicate that evern with its "now atonic
capability the Soviet Union interds to reacrt io militery sgeression
iz the nesr fubture,

g« "Explanation IT, i.,e,, that the WSOR is empleying the threat
of an imminent East-~iest (Communist vs. non-Commmist) war as & means
of galning Chinsse Commumist asgulescence in the extension wnd con-
solidation of Soviet control in China, es:eclally in Manchuria:

. Tt is belioved that the UBSR oecasionally, perhape systenatieally,
Talsifies ite estisate of the situation, in arder to galn Chinese
Commnist asgulessence in the extension and consolddation of Soviet
control In China and over the CCP. lowever, it is doubiful that the
GOF leadership iz convinoed of the imminencs of on armed conflict
betwoen the Communist and non~Communist nations, or that the SR has
found it necessery to enploy the threat of imainent wear in order to
gain Chinese Compumist scquiescence in the Soviet progran in and $oward
China, It sppears more 1lkely thet the SSR and the CCP leadercship
ars agreed upon the necessity for increasing the defensive and offen-
give sapabilitles of the Far Zastern Commmiat bloc, in preparation
for an evenbual, but not Lrmediate, military conflict with the ¥est,

In additién to the sbove report, of 100«150,000 Sovlet troops
present or scheduled to arrive in danchuris, and of Soviet troop and
tank moverents in Menehuria, there have been regent reporis of the
arrival in Haobin of Soviet Harshsl Rodion Malinoveky, topether with
o sbaff of 150 officers; and of the constructicn of barracks al Mlden,
slecuate o house 30,000 men, which are possibly for the use of Soviet
military or railway personsel. These reporis heve not been confimed,
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There is a general trend toward tightened Sino-Soviet control, or
Soviet contrel with Chinese aequiesecence, over Manchuria, particularly
in the etrateglc Port arthur Naval Base area, At the same time s the
UB5R is probably seeking to strengthen the lateral integration of
Hanehuria and North Korea.

It is of major importance to the UBSE, politieally and economically,
to impreve the reil system between Manchuria and Horth China, Inas-
much as railway control is used to spearhe.d Seviet penctration, the
recent influx of Soviet railway personnel into Manchuria and Norih
China indicetes an increasingly successful extension of Soviet control,
Soviet railway personnel have quasi-nmilitary status, and at times have
included regular army and secret police offieials,

-3-

Approved For Release 2001/03/02 : CIA-RDP78-01617A000700190006-5



